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energy   to   canal-making,   we   should be sure of
improving the country in one respect at least.

As to the control of the forests, there is .some
question whether we are not largely responsible for
a change of climate in Central India, by our own
waste of forests, which is directly behind the, present
catastrophe. On both these points of irrigation and
afforestation, there is a distinctly constructive policy
open to the English Government, which needs
further development and indefinite multiplication
of strength.

But when we come to the spread of the railway
system, we include a more doubtful feature amongst
our geotechnic activities. The railway adds nothing
to the productivity of the soil; it merely aids re-
distribution. As a matter of fact, this re-distribution
always acts by centralising markets. The goods of
the country are .eaten in the city. The peasant who
can now only sell his commodities in a certain
given place may not be richer ultimately for the
power to get there. The fare may absorb his margin
of profit. Therefore the fact that railways are
much used does not prove anything about their use-
fulness. That could only be established as a general
thesis by a careful series of observations in various
qountries during > a term of years. It is our personal,
conviction that such observations would lead to the
conclusion that they are destructive of prosperity